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 'ÅÏÔÏÕÒÉÓÍȣ  
4ÁÈÏÅȭÓ ςρst Century Visitor Menu 

Geotourism is destination stewardship; tourism that sustains or enhances the unique geographical, 

cultural, aesthetic, heritage, environmental and local well being of a place.  

The key to sustaining Tahoe ς is YOUR ACTIONS. Choosing activities that sustain or enhance the 

beauty of this; land, forest, water, wildlife, culture, community, heritage and air we all share. 

 

Sustainable Tahoe would like to make it easy for you 

to become a steward of the Lake while building a 

closer connection to the 8-Wonders of Tahoe:  

Air, Water, Plant, Land, Wildlife, C ulture, 

Community and Heritage .  
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Hike to Hidden Beach 

Tunnel Creek was named for the tunnel that moved timber on a water flume through 

ŀ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ /ŀǊǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΦ ¢ǳƴƴŜƭ /ǊŜŜƪ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ tƻƴŘŜǊƻǎŀ Ranch - the 

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ¢± ǎƘƻǿ Ψ.ƻƴŀƴȊŀΩΦ     Easy 2 mile round trip walk from Tunnel Creek Station to 

Hidden Beach is great any time of year (although heavy snow may warrant snow shoes).  

1) Drive or walk to Tunnel Creek Station and Café on Hwy 28. Note: Parking lot reserved for Café 

ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎΣ ǎƻ ǇŀǊƪ ƻƴ Ƙǿȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ  ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀŦŞΦ 

 

2) Head up the paved road left of the Café, to the NV State Parks sign at top and lake views begin. 

Note: NV Parks recently installed a use permit box, so have $1 on hand to use the trail. 

 

3) Follow the fire road (with amazing views) past  gate to the fork. Head right, down the fork, to hwy 

and take new tunnel under hwy to the path that heads down the beach (go right for restroom and 

easy stair access to beach).  

4) Leaving the beach, you can return the way you came or take the trail leaving the beach that 

eventually tracks inside the guard rail of hwy back to Incline. The trail ends about 1/4 mile from 

Tunnel Creek Station, so there is some hwy shoulder walking. Be safe and  ENJOY!!! 
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Incline Flume Trail  (bike or hike) 

Incline Flume holds remains of the only Bull Wheel ever used in logging history. From 1880 to 1894, two steam-
powered wheels hauled hundreds of cords of lumber a day up a 1,400 ft incline that were then floated, via a 
large wooden water flume, 3,994 feet through a mountain tunnel. Although the tunnel collapsed in 1957, 
remnants of the flume that carried the lumber are evident on the Incline and Marlette Flume hiking and biking 
trails.  
 
¢ƻŘŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƭΩ off Mt Rose about 0.5 miles beyond the scenic  lake view point. There is a small dirt 
parking lot (5 cars max) or you can park across the hwy in a large pullout area. Be careful Xing. 
The Bike ride is maybe 100 ft total climbing, some technical over creeks , roots and rocks, some granite single-
track along edges (might make some height sensitive people nervous ς but you can always walk it). The views 
are epic and unless you go in and back, the downhill (depending on which you choose) is a 6 to 800 ft descent.  
 
Trail Navigation (about ½ mile in):  
1st Fork go LEFT.  
2nd ΨYΩ Fork go Left cross 
intersecting trail, then go RIGHT 
 
The trail traverses through forests 
of red fir, Jeffrey pine (3-needle), 
white pines (5-needle), and lodge 
pole pines (2-needle).    
 

Ride #1:  4-mile single track trail to Diamond Peak Ski Resort. Choose an 
(easy) ski run down the mountain to Parking lot if you have a ride back. 
  
Ride #2:  9 mile ride past Diamond Peak to Tunnel Creek Trail and head 
down sandy switchbacks to Tunnel Creek Café. use second car to return 
 
Ride #3: 24 mile ride: When you get to Tunnel Creek Trail turn up and 
ride to the intersection of the FLUME ς go right and follow the Flume to 
Marlette Lake Χturnaround and ride back track to Tunnel Creek Station. 
 
Note: if you choose the Tunnel Creek trail, stop off at the Mark Twain 
bench, to enjoy άǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊŜǎǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘǎέ. 

Options to get back to start: Leave 2nd car at ending point to drive back to 

start, or bike in and back again, vs. ride the downhill. 
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Bike the Flume 

1870s  Water Flumes, or elevated wooden channels, transported water from Marlette Lake to 

Incline Village lumber operations. From there water carried trees through an underground pipeline that took 

them all the way to Virginia City to support silver mining operations during the Comstock Era. 

 

1983 Max Jones, a professional mountain biker seeing potential for an epic  ride, spent his summer clearing 

brush, boulders and hacking through abandoned aluminum pipes by himself with nothing more than hand tools. 

Only during the final few days did he convince a local forest ranger to let him bring a chain saw to clear final 

debris and reveal a passable, and now world-class mountain bike trail. 

1) (with bike) Ride to Tunnel Creek Station and then ride Tunnel Creek Trail up 800 ft of switchback fire 

road to the intersection, turn right at power lines for the Flume, ride to Marlette Lake and back. 

 

2)  $17 Shuttle from Tunnel Creek Station to Spooner Lake. Ride 5 mile 1,000 ft assent on fire road to 

Marlett Lake. X creek onto Flume Trail. Ride 4.5 miles to Tunnel Creek Trail and descend 800 ft to Tunnel 

Creek Station, 3 miles back to Tunnel Creek Station. 

 

3) $15 Shuttle from 

Tunnel Creek Station 

to Tahoe Rim Trail on 

Mt Rose. Ride 9 miles 

on the Rim Trail 

(some technical but 

easy 200 ft gradual 

assent) to Tunnel 

Creek Trail. Head up 

Tunnel Creek to 

Flume and ride as 

much of the 4.5 miles 

as you like. Turn 

around at Marlett (or 

before) and head 

back to Tunnel Creek Trail and descend 800 ft in 3 miles to Tunnel Creek Station.  

 

Bike Rental and Shuttle Information: Tunnel Creek Station 775-298-2501  : info@flumetrailbikes.com 

You can rent bikes at the Station, enjoy food and drink at Café and thank Max for making this epic and world 

famous  trail possible!  

 

 

mailto:info@flumetrailbikes.com
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Incline Creek Walk  

1) From Lakeshore Blvd. catch the path just left of the 

Hyatt driveway and over-pass pedestrian tunnelΧƘŜŀŘ 

toward the bridge. 

2) Follow the path over the bridge along the creek under 

a canopy of trees. Take time to enjoy the benches 

along the way and tune into the water song. 

3) The trail will come out on Incline Way. Cross over the 

street to heading toward the college. The path goes 

along a wooden post fence to the Demonstration 

Garden. Learn about our native and not so native 

plants. To your right past the garden will be the Tahoe 

Science Center, with wonderful interactive displays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Be a Steward!  Sustain Tahoe with your actions. Choose adventures that deepen your touch while reducing your 
ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘΧ/ŀǊŜΧ{ƘŀǊŜΦ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ¢ahoe promotes geotourism 
 

Winter walks and wildlife 

Mt Rose Meadows offers some of the best local cross country ski and snow shoeing.  

Park on the right side of the Hwy 431 as you enter the Meadow (leaving Incline). Head back along the 

tree line, then turn into the trees going uphill toward the view. You may just pass by a neighborhood of 

Chickadees. Hiker snacking has attracted the birds happy to see if they can snag a piece of your snack. 

If you do plan to offer them something make sure it is healthy seed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


